Creed - GOD
Key reading - Romans 1:18 - 25

Introduction:

A lot of the benefit will come from Home Groups and reading the
associated books.

Dig deeper by using resources we have provided at RightNow
media

Do you believe in God?

Why ask this question - especially in a church?

Not first time | would hear a Christian has lost his faith in God
Example - Sola - Christ Family

Lot of uncertainty - oscillating between belief and unbelief
dependent on good or bad in our lives, dependent on affirming or
negative statements that we hear

Some may believe in a mechanical creator God but feel
abandoned,

Are we a cosmic accident?

Because these questions and occurrences continually assault us
we need to revisit what we believe even if we are rock solid in our
faith

Good musician - always practices the scales
Good footballer - always practices the pass



A good Christian must always revisit the fundamentals - for the
purpose of self edification and mission.

TP: Why are beliefs important?
Because for better or for worse, what we believe shapes us
- ISIS
- SALVATION ARMY - Oct 19th 2003 Joan Croc gave $1.5
billion to the Salvation Army
- Wrong beliefs leads to disaster for humanity - now and for
the individual eternally

SO: What do Christians believe?

The Apostles Creed - history and origins

First ever we know - called the good confession - Jesus is Lord
Was subversive, countercultural - against the saying Caesar is
lord

Several creeds - Nicene Creed, Athanasian Creed, Chalcedonian
Creed

Apostles Creed - Probably used for Baptism - final form in the 3rd
or 4th Century

What do Christians mean when we say ‘| Believe’ (Credo)?
- ltis of the mind
- Itis of the heart

THE MIND
Christian faith is both faith and reason



God expects us to use our minds - see Isaiah 1:18

18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord:
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as
snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as

wool.

Also 1 Peter 3:15

15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready
always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a
reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and
fear:

| believe that Jesus died and rose again - why?

| believe God created the heavens and the earth- why?

| believe in the forgiveness of sins and the resurrection of the
body - why?

THE HEART

What we believe must affect how we live

Christianity is transformational - Romans 12:2

2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will
of God.

And so we that we turn our hearts to the first statement of the
creed.



| BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY, MAKER OF
HEAVEN AND EARTH ...

It all starts with God

Without God the talk of salvation, morality, eternal life - it all
falls down if God does not exist or if He has nothing to do
with us, doesn’t care about what we do efc.

Three key elements: - in first line of creed
God exists

God is the Creator of all things

God is relational

THE EXISTENCE OF GOD

Nothing can come from nothing - it's an absurdity even by the
standards of science itself!

Genesis 1:1 - In the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth ...

Why is the existence of God disputed nowadays
- Science?
- Lack of evidence?
- Rebellion?

See Romans 1:19-20; Psalm 19:1-4

19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest
in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.



20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the
world are clearly seen, being understood by the things
that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so

that they are without excuse:

... so that men are without excuse

What do you think about evolution and its assertion of chance and
natural selection
The Big Bang?

What Christians believe about God
Exodus 3:13-14

13 And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto
the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The God
of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say

to me, What is his name? what shall I say unto them?

14 And God said unto Moses, I Am That I Am: and he
said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I Am
hath sent me unto you.

- Self existing, relational, concerned



GOD IS RELATIONAL - GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHT

Luke 11:2

2 And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father
which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth.

Jeremiah 31:3
3 The Lord appeared to us in the past,[a] saying:

“I have loved you with an everlasting love;

I have drawn you with unfailing kindness.

John 3:16
For God so loved the world

Finally...

How will you respond to this message? What will you change?
- With respect to God?
- With respect to others?
- With respect to yourself?

YOUR NEXT STEPS

Read Adam Hamilton’s ‘Creed’ - What Christians Believe and
Why’ pg. 17 - 34

Attend a small group meet up this week.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+31%3A3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-19695a




